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Frequently Asked Questions about Kindergarten Screening 

What is Kindergarten Screening? 

 Kindergarten Screening is a snapshot of your child’s development. It is required by Massachusetts State law that all 

students entering kindergarten be screened. This is done in an effort to determine whether or not the child presents 

with a need that would require us to put services in place in order for that child to be successful in kindergarten. We 

take a look at each child’s speech development, gross and fine motor development and cognitive development. 

Tasks that your child will engage in include building with blocks, writing, answering simple personal questions, 

naming objects, pointing to body parts, counting and identifying concepts. This is just a sampling from each area.  

You will receive a letter in the mail by the end of July with your child’s results from the screening. 

How long does the screening appointment last? 

You should plan on the appointment lasting at least 60 minutes. The timing will depend on the number of 

appointments scheduled each hour as well as your child’s participation and comfort level. 

What do I do while my child is in the appointment? Can I leave? 

While your child is at the appointment, you will be asked to fill out some paperwork about your child’s 

development. When you are done filling out the paperwork, we ask that you stay on the premises in case your child 

is finished early or is having a problem. Feel free to bring a book or magazine to help pass the time! 

Can my babysitter bring my child to the appointment? 

No, a parent or guardian should bring your child to the screening appointment. This is because we have paperwork 

for you to fill out about your child and his or her development. 

What happens when my child is in the screening appointment? 

Your child is brought into a large room, to the middle where there are crayons and paper to draw on. He/she then 

waits for a turn to work with a specialist. He/she will work with skilled professionals in each of the areas of 

development being screened. Each child also has his/her hearing and vision screened with a school nurse. If there is 

a second language spoken in the home (regardless if the child is bilingual or not) he or she will participate in a 

second language screening with a second language specialist. After he/she has worked with each of the staff 

members, your child will be accompanied back into the waiting area to be reunited with you! 

Can I go with my child into the screening? 

It is best for you to separate from your child in the waiting area and let him or her participate in the testing 

independently. If your child is having a problem, one of our staff members will come and get you. 

What should my child wear to screening? 

Your child should wear comfortable clothing that will allow him or her to move around. She/he should also wear 

footwear that allows for gross motor activities; i.e., please no flip flops, slip-on shoes or Crocs. 

My child has an IEP (Individualized Educational Plan), does he/she need to participate in Kindergarten 

Screening? 

Yes, your child should participate in Kindergarten Screening. The exception could be if your child has a 

comprehensive IEP, then your child’s TEAM will advise you whether or not your child should participate. 

English is not my child’s first language, how will my child participate in the screening? 

Spanish and Portuguese translators are available for those students who speak those languages. If your child speaks 

a different language, you or a family member may be asked to accompany your child through the process to provide 

translation as needed. 


